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•wisdom shown in distinguishing between assistance from
outsiders and tolerance of foreigners. Sixty years ago
Japan had a pronounced antipathy towards other
peoples; but her citizens applied themselves to the study
of foreign methods and have freely employed foreign
advisers. This broad-gauged policy has been largely
responsible for the remarkable development of Nippon.
Can Turkey profit by this example ?
Economic, rather than foreign or military questions
are engaging the chief attention of the Angora Assembly.
Ways and means are being studied to improve the con-
dition of the agriculturalist. The Government has
arranged for the importation of American farm equip-
ment and machinery and is planning agricultural exposi-
tions. To date nothing has been accomplished in de-
creasing the hardships of onerous taxation, but Prime
Minister Ismet announces that this matter is being care-
fully considered in the budget of 1924-1925. The granting
of the Chester and other concessions is clear evidence of
the desire of the new rulers to modernize Turkey. Bail-
ways, port and harbor works, and mineral exploitation
are among the new enterprises that have found favor.
At the close of the year 1923, there are few evidences
that reconstruction has begun in earnest. The lack of
needed funds and governmental reorganization are the
prime reasons. Former flourishing enterprises in which
foreign control has been strongly exercised have been
depressed or shut down. For example, French interests
in Cilicia have suffered through the closing of banks,
mines, textile works, and schools; the tobacco regie may
be suppressed at any time. The Angora authorities are
confiscating the G-alata Bridge tolls, pledged under the
Constantinople loan of 1909 to British creditors. The
"red tape" necessary to secure passports is interfering
greatly with the tobacco and other businesses. The re-
vival of the native needle handicrafts, so carefully nur-

